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Formed in  1936, Athletics Bendigo is the peak body for Little Athletics
Victoria and Athletics Victoria in the Bendigo Region. 
Our Vision
Our vision is to see people of all ages and stages run, jump and throw in Bendigo.

What we do
Manage the Lar Birpa Athletics Complex Bendigo, including school carnivals, special events, training sessions,
championship events, maintenance and equipment.
Oversee Little Athletics Bendigo’s competition.
Provide competitive opportunities for the four Athletics Victoria-affiliated athletics clubs: Bendigo Harriers,
Bendigo University, Eaglehawk YMCA and South Bendigo.
Host Athletics Victoria Shield League (AVSL) track & field competitions for six months each year.
Oversee the Bendigo Region Cross Country and Road Racing (XCR) team - the Bendigo Bats - who compete in
the Athletics Victoria XCR series for six months each year.
Support local Bendigo athletes competing at National and Oceania Championships, Commonwealth Games and
Olympic Games.

ABOUT ATHLETICS BENDIGO
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ATHLETICS BENDIGO: BY THE NUMBERS 2025-2026

20,000
school students 

visit the venue each year.

51
school carnivals each year.

708
registered athletes, officials and life

members across Little Athletics 
and the AVSL Season.

349 Little Athletics
227 Athletics Victoria Full

108 Recreation
18 Official, Coach & Life Members

2,000
Estimated people attend Special

events - such as Championship Meets
or the 5k Frenzy each year.

2,600
Facebook Followers

11,000
Visits to website each year

1,000
Email Subscribers 



Board Members 2025-26

President: Nigel Preston (Community Member)
Vice President: Louis Meyer  (Little Athletics Bendigo President)
Treasurer: Chris Kadri  (ex-officio) 
Secretary: Melissa Edwards  (ex-officio)

Board Members:
Alice Wilkinson  (Bendigo Region Athletics Board Member) 
Cameron Greenwood (Bendigo Region Athletics Board Member) 
Hugh Richard  (Bendigo Region Athletics Board Member) 
Lauren Wagner  (Little Athletics Bendigo Board Member) 
Sharyn Sheldon  (Little Athletics Bendigo Board Member)



PRESIDENT’S REPORT - ATHLETICS BENDIGO
Changes - big and small - have been the order of the day at Athletics Bendigo over the past 12
months as we have farewelled our General Manager and the Presidents of both Athletics
Bendigo and Little Athletics Bendigo. On track, in the field and on the cross country course we saw
both standout performances and steady, consistent participant numbers across the board.

Thank you to Craig Burnett, past President

Having taken the reins from Craig Burnett after his 15 years of leadership, I wish to formally thank
and acknowledge Craig’s huge contribution to athletics in the Bendigo region. His leadership has
brought us to the great position to where we are today.

Thank you to Siobhan Thompson, past General Manager

A short time into my term as President, Siobhan Thompson tendered her resignation as our General
Manager to relocate interstate. I also wish to formally acknowledge Siobhan’s work in managing the
multi-faceted beast that was her role which encompassed schools, Little Athletics, Athletics
Bendigoʼs AVSL, XCR, promotions and venue management. Siobhanʼs departure enabled our Board
the opportunity to reframe this role to focus on Venue Management rather than the ‘busy-nessʼ of
Athletics Bendigo. I also thank Siobhan for her willingness to support us through this transition.

Successful appointment of Melissa Edwards, Venue Manager 

As we entered 2026, Melissa Edwards was appointed as Venue Manager and has launch full tilt into
overseeing school bookings, venue bookings, venue maintenance and repairs, regular meetings
with the City of Greater Bendigo, overseeing Jenny in her role as our canteen and cleaning
manager, grant applications, managing payments and the organisations bank accounts. 

Melissa, on behalf of Athletics Bendigo, we thank you for the significant impact you have made in
the short period of time you have been in your role.

Financial & Venue Responsibility - School Bookings and Fob Membership Fees

For the calendar year of 2026, Athletics Bendigo increased our school booking fees in the first
significant revision since 2019. These fees were adjusted after a review of the rates charged in
Albury, Ballarat and Geelong to ensure that we are now on a comparable levels. 

The organisation has also announced access fob membership fees would be introduced for the first
time since COVID-19 and these are due to commence in the 2026-27 financial year.

Board Members

At a Board level, we welcomed a number of new faces, including Louis Meyer, Hugh Richard and
Cameron Greenwood and Michael Seymour who stepped down after relinquishing the Little
Athletics Presidency in early 2026.

As a Board, we took the step of participating in Governance Training, delivered by SportsFocus. A
decision was also made to review and refresh our Constitution, which had its last major revision in
2015 and was felt to not accurately reflect current best practice or the organisation’s operations.

I wish to thank all of our Board Members for their strategic and thoughtful discussions over this past
12 months.

Grant success
We have been successful in securing two grants during the past 12 months to help us improve
facilities and replace equipment.

The first was secured through the City of Greater Bendigo and has been used to replace our aging
pop-up marquees and weights. These new weights and marquees will be available for all in the
organisation into the future across Little Athletics, AVSL, XCR and travelling teams into the future.

The second was secured through Benefit Bendigo to revitalise the back straight jump pit. As part of
this funding, work is underway to replace the pit cover and this will be particularly beneficial for
Little Athletics training and competitions.

Special events -  XCR at St Annes

We hosted the third round of the Athletics Victoria’s 2026 XCR series in May 2026 at St Annes
Winery in Ravenswood. This event continues to be highly regarded by athletes and officials alike
and I thank the many club helpers who volunteered their time on the day to assist the event run so
smoothly.

Special events - 5k Frenzy
The Bendigo Harriers once again hosted a successful 5k Frenzy event at Lar Birpa Athletics
Complex, this time in March on a Saturday rather than the traditional Friday in February. The
committee added night market stalls, a livestream and more food vendors in an evening which
attracted close to 150 athletes. This night doubled as the Athletics Bendigo 5000m Men’s and
Womenʼs Championships, as well as an excellent opportunity to welcome new people to the track
for the first time.



PRESIDENT’S REPORT - ATHLETICS BENDIGO (cont.)
AVSL, Tuesday Night Track and XCR

Our AVSL numbers remained steady throughout the season year-on-year, but our Tuesday Night
Track numbers grew significantly! This is a testament to those who are inviting friends along to
come and try out the track on a Tuesday night and the welcoming environment that has been
fostered. Our XCR representative teams experienced a lean year after stronger performances the
year before.

Top performers keep performing at National and International levels

Our top performers keep striving to achieve their best as they represent themselves, their club and
our region on the big stages, be it nationally and internationally. From juniors to masters, we have
seen some outstanding performances this year too numerous for me to mention for fear of missing
someone! I will, however, acknowledge our H.H Hunter Athlete of the Year in Andy Buchanan and
our Highly Commended Athlete in Emma Berg.

Thank you to the Clubs and Volunteers

Finally, our clubs, officials and volunteers continue to be the lifeblood of what we do here at
Athletics Bendigo and I wish to thank each of you for your contribution this past year.

Your efforts have helped people in our community to run, jump and throw in Bendigo.

Nigel Preston
President, Athletics Bendigo



ANDY BUCHANAN
H.H Hunter Athlete of the Year

Commonwealth Games Representative - Marathon (2022)
Olympic Games Representative - Marathon (2024)
National Record Holder - Marathon (2024-2026)

National Cross Country Champion (2017-2018)
World Cross Country Championships Representative - XC (2023)

EMMA BERG

Highly Commended Award

2026 Oceania Champion - Shot Put
6 X National Champion - Shot Put

2025-26 STAR ATHLETES



PRESIDENTS REPORT - LITTLE ATHLETICS BENDIGO
It is a privilege to present the Little Athletics Bendigo President’s Report for the 2025/26
season. As we look ahead to the coming season, we do so with particular significance as Little
Athletics Bendigo prepares to celebrate its 60th year as an entity. The season just completed
has provided plenty of positive moments for our athletes, families and volunteers, and as I take
on the role of President, I am excited about the opportunity to build on the strong foundations
of the centre and continue its development as we enter this important milestone year.

Registrations and Membership

Little Athletics Bendigo recorded 349 registered athletes in 2025/26, broadly consistent with
the 352 athletes registered in 2024/25 and representing ~14% growth since 2023/2024.
Approximately 106 trial athletes converted to full membership during the season, providing an
encouraging indication of engagement and the strength of our pathway from first experience
through to ongoing participation, with Bendigo continuing to be the largest Little Athletics
centre in the Northern Country Region.

Financial Position

The financial information available for the 2025/26 season provides a valuable picture of the
financial position and activity of Little Athletics Bendigo. The centre generated approximately
$27,100 in income during the year, with registrations remaining a primary revenue stream
alongside uniform sales, a significant contribution associated with hosting the Northern
Country Region Championships and the $3,500 Benefit Bendigo grant used to upgrade our
second long jump pit, and fundraising activities. 

With approximately $9,500 in cash at the end of the financial year, the centre is in a sound
position to meet the setup costs of the 2026/27 season, while an important focus will be to
further diversify our revenue base through additional sponsorship, fundraising, event hosting
and external funding opportunities.

Season Highlights and Achievements
The season saw strong representation from Little Athletics Bendigo athletes across various
championship events. 

We would like to congratulate our Under 14 Boys relay team on a standout performance,
completing a clean sweep of the State titles in the 4 x 100m, 4 x 200m and Medley Relay.
Additionally, congratulations to Gus Arundell on his selection in the LAVic Victorian Cross-
Country Team (U10), as well as Max Harper (U12) and Geneva Moon (U13), who both
competed at the Australian Little Athletics Championships in Brisbane.
Closer to home, we saw more than 12 centre records broken during the season, highlighting
the continued development and performance of our athletes across the centre.

Volunteers and Community
The success of Little Athletics Bendigo continues to rely heavily on the commitment of our
volunteers, coaches, officials, committee members and families. We would like to thank
everyone who contributed throughout the season, including those who regularly stepped
forward to help create the experience our athletes enjoy each Saturday morning.

Acknowledgements and Farewells
This season also marks the departure of several people who have made a significant
contribution in their roles to Little Athletics. I would particularly like to acknowledge Mick
Seymour, who has done a stellar job as Little Athletics President over the past three years and
will continue on the committee as Vice President, supporting the transition as we enter our
next phase. I would also like to acknowledge Connor Clarke and Pete Clarke for their
respective contributions and years of service, with Pete having been a member of the Little
Athletics committee for 10 years and both providing continuous support to Saturday events
and our Wednesday night training sessions throughout that time. 

In particular, Pete’s contribution has also extended significantly to coaching, including
coordinating Wednesday night training across disciplines, leading high jump competitions on
Saturdays, providing specialist event coaching and extending high jump training opportunities
to Thursday evenings. His dedication to the development of our athletes and his contribution to
Bendigo Little Athletics over many years has been significant. On behalf of the Little Athletics
community, thank you to all three for the time, energy and commitment they have given to our
athletes and our centre.



PRESIDENTS REPORT - LITTLE ATHLETICS BENDIGO (cont.)
Looking Ahead
Our ambition is simple and bold: we want Bendigo to be one of the strongest Little Athletics
centres in the state. Achieving that will mean continuing to grow participation, strengthen
athlete development and coaching, support and grow our volunteer base, and most
importantly create an engaging experience where athletes enjoy their athletics, develop their
skills and feel a strong sense of belonging to our centre.

Closing
I would like to thank our athletes, families, coaches, officials, volunteers, committee members
and the broader Athletics Bendigo community for their contribution throughout the season. I
look forward to working with the committee and our wider Little Athletics community as we
continue to build on what has been achieved and shape an exciting future for Little Athletics
Bendigo.

Louis Meyer
Little Athletics President



LITTLE ATHLETICS BENDIGO
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Run, jump, throw in Bendigo
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