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There have been a number of events at the track in the past 12
months which have contributed to our coffers and promoted
athletics within the Bendigo community. These include the
2025 Country Championships, LAVic State Combined Event
Championships and the 5K Frenzy, held in collaboration with
the Bendigo Harriers Athletic Club. These events took place
over a three-week period in late January and early February
and I would like to thank all of those people who contributed
to their success.

Congratulations to Eaglehawk Athletic Club on their ASVL
Premier Division win during the last summer season and their
champion club win at the Country Championships.

Our 2024-25 Summer track season for Little Aths and Seniors
was successful with Saturdays from October to March full of
athletics. Congratulations to athletes in both groups who
competed in and were successful in state schools, LA Vic
states and Aths Victoria state and national championships.
You have all contributed to raising our profile with the local
community, state and nation.

Our Cross Country season continues to thrive, and I’d like to
congratulate the clubs and our Bendigo Regional Cross
Country team for their success in this area over the past 12
months.

Congratulations to our Memorial Race winners over the past 12
months, Abby Reid and Nathan Stoate in the Jack Davey, Lyla
Muir in the Richard Kitt, Felix Burgess in the Garnett Ronda,
Jack Metheral in the Sally Conroy and Alice Wilkinson and
Jamie Cook in the Keith Huddle.

Congratulations to Peter Hayes on his Life Membership of
Aths Bendigo which was awarded to him after our last AGM.

Congratulations to Andy Buchanan on his Australian
Marathon Record and his inclusion in the World Athletics
team.

ANNUAL REPORT 2025

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Welcome to the 2025 Athletics Bendigo Annual General
Meeting. It’s great to see you all here and thank you for taking
the time to attend.

It's been a busy year for Aths Bendigo with a number of
events, over 20,000 students from schools all over
Northwestern Victoria using Lar Birpa and of course our
regular athletics events on Saturday and Tuesday nights. We
have roughly 600 athletes using the track and involved in
athletics over the summer and winter seasons.

The track was officially 25 years old last year and this was
celebrated on December 7th, 2024. There have been many
improvements during that time including shade sails at the
100 and 200m starts, a shade cover across the front of the
administration building, light towers and a complete track
upgrade. There have also been numerous upgrades to our
equipment for both little and senior athletes during that time.

As part of the World Athletics Track Certification process, a
number of repairs were completed during the summer period.
The certification of our track means that we can run world
athletics certified events over the next five years.

The track was officially renamed Lar Birpa in August 2024 with
an official opening ceremony facilitated by the council and
Aths Bendigo taking place at this time. The renaming reflects
the City of Greater Bendigo sole ownership of the track after
25 years co-ownership with La Trobe University.

The development of land surrounding the track which will be
converted into housing over the next 5 years is underway. We
have had a number of meetings with Development Victoria,
the developers of the site, keeping the Board informed
regarding the potential impact on us as the work unfolds and
this will continue over the next five years.

Bill Trew announced his retirement as an official of Aths
Bendigo towards the end of our last summer season and I
would, on behalf of the aths community, thank Bill for all of his
work for us over a long period of time.

I would also like to acknowledge the work of David Heislers
who is stepping down from the Board at this AGM. David has
been a great servant of Aths Bendigo for a number of years.

Steve Ryan also stepped down from the Board at the last AGM
and I would like to thank Steve for his work for Aths Bendigo.

This is my last President’s Report for Aths Bendigo, as I will be
standing down as President and Board member at this AGM. I
would like to thank the current and previous Board members
over the past 15 years for their support of my Presidency over
that time. In particular I would like to highlight the support of
Terry Hicks and Siobhan Thompson over that time period.

I wish a the new Board all the best in their work to ensure that
Aths Bendigo continues to be one of
the most successful sporting organisations in the Bendigo
area.

Craig Burnett
President - Athletics Bendigo



ANNUAL REPORT 2025

GENERAL MANAGER'S 
REPORT
Another 12 months has passed at the track with plenty of
reflections to be had. We are once again gearing up to have
Bendigo shown on the world stage at the World
Championships next month and continue to celebrate our
athletes’ milestones across all levels and disciplines.

Our volunteer Board members and officials have done a
mountain of work to ensure athletes just get to turn up each
week. For that, I thank them in making my job a little bit
easier.

Schools continue to utilise our track for the athletics carnivals
with 41 schools in already this calendar year. We have
engaged with a large number of officials who have held high
standards for Athletics Bendigo. Locally Peter Barrett
continues to be an asset on and off the track through
engaging with schools to assist with officiating classes and
being a present for both primary and secondary students. 

On a financial front, we have spent a lot of money on
equipment and track upgrades. Outlined on the next page,
hopefully athletes are able to see the benefits of the services
and goods we have provided. Through hosting major events,
we were also able to ensure our key officials were paid for their
services. The athlete fund scheme also received a large
amount of outlay this financial year and we are very fortunate
to be in the position to assist athletes at their competitions.

Our valuable sponsors who continue to invest in the facilities
and programs for athletes and officials have played a crucial
role in the past 12 months. We cannot thank them enough for
their contribution.

Our XCR season in 2024 was capped off with the Women’s
promotion to the Premier Division. The Bats saw 81 take to the
course throughout the season. A large amount of work gets
done by the XCR group in the background to ensure runners
are where they need to be, so a large thank you goes to the
leadership group.

As the 2025 campaign is set to wrap up shortly we would like
to wish all 16 Bendigo athletes competing at the National XCR
Titles this Saturday all the best. 

The summer series again saw high engagement throughout
all AVSL and Non-AVSL events. Sam Graham has once again
spent his spare time at the track ensuring a world class event
for our athletes. A draft summer calendar has been proposed
with its release to athletes looking likely for a week’s time.
With the implementation of point bonuses from Athletics
Victoria, we now have a new generation of officials coming
through assisting each week. Thank you to those new and
returning who help the track operate each week. 

This season also saw the retirement of Life Member Bill Trew.
After spending 40 years doing what he loves he has saved his
last MM file to be handed over to Dave Chisholm. We thank
Bill for what he has done for the sport, not just in Bendigo.
Although not officially finished as he will continue to be our
record keeper, his work has not gone unnoticed. 

The Littles program saw an increase in athletes once again
and was given the opportunity to host a state event. With a
close to new committee this season we look forward to seeing
what fresh ideas and innovations they can bring for the
betterment of the athletes. 

With all the highs we have experienced we also suffer some
lows. Over the past twelve months we acknowledge the
passing of members:

Life Member George Flack
Bendigo Harriers Life Member Neil Macdonald
Eaglehawk clubman Gordon Muir

To round out, a heartfelt thank you goes to Craig Burnett for
his guidance and leadership he has shown towards myself
and Athletics Bendigo. He has left big shoes to fill and earnt
himself a much deserved retirement.

Siobhan Thompson
General Manager - Athletics Bendigo
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FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS 
Equipment - 

pole vault equipment $3000
equipment upgrades (throwing equipment, hurdle replacements etc.) $2000
photo finish maintenance $3000

Marketing - 
Olympic banners and images $1200
Record banner $200
Athlete images $1000

Athlete Funding - 
The audit does not capture an accurate representation of the athlete funding with
the 2025 Track and Field Nationals falling outside of our financial year $3100 in total
was spent.

Northern Country Region Track and Field
Saturday February 7  and Sunday February 8thth

5K Frenzy - 
Saturday March 14th

2025/26
CONFIRMED EVENTS HOSTING

SEvents:
5k Frenzy
Bendigo Memorials
AV Country Championships
LAVic State Combined

USER GROUPS
(AUGUST 1ST 2024 - JULY 2025) 
Schools (47) - 

High Schools: 7
Primary School: 24
Consolidated: 3
Clusters - 12

Total students - 15,455

External trainings:
Girton Grammar
One School Global
Inglewood Football Club 
Intelligent Training
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